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Europeans have come in thousands every year for the healing
of many of the ills that flesh is heir to. Here also in North
Island are numbers of great and silent lakes, and of smaller
pools and ponds, some of them exquisite in their clear and
limpid beauty, bright green, like emerald, or of deepest blue,
and others steaming and sulphurous with yellowy vapour, or
eddying with dark and turbulent mud. Greatest of these
inland waters is Lake Taupo, twenty miles across each way,
and called by the Maoris ' Te Moana' (the Sea). It is the
source of the longest river in North Island, the Waikato,
flowing into the western ocean at Manukau Harbour, and
is navigable by small steamers for 100 miles from its mouth.

At one part of its course the river channel narrows to a
sixth of its usual width, and its waters are hurled down steep
ledges of rock, fast and furious, and lashed into white froth,
falling into a deep pool below. This is the famous Haku
Waterfall, one of many wonderful falls of the New Zealand
rivers. All these streams which come down from the lakes
on the mountain plateaux are swift and turbulent, and in
times of flood, when the lakes overflow their boundaries, the
rivers are converted into raging torrents, sweeping everything
before them with irresistible force. Many a horse and rider
have been hurled to death as they tried to cross the rocky
bottoms of the channels before the days of bridges in New
Zealand, and thousands of poor cattle have been drowned
by the sudden rush of water from the mountain heights.

Not far away from Lake Taupo is Waikaremona, 'the
Sea of the Rippling Waters,1 surrounded by great forests and
by tumbled rocks covered with tangled plants and tropical
flowers. On the western side of the great mountainous
ridge, which runs from north to south of the island, there
are splendid tracts of country which provide about 13,000,000
acres of land as perfect as any in the world for farming
purposes, and other great regions where the soil is not
fertile enough for corn-growing, but which is excellent for
pastoral purposes.